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China  Visit: Observations and Comments 
                SUM  Kong-sut*
Why now and not  earlier  ? 
   It seems I have no concept of distance. When I was in Hong Kong, I did not 
visit China. Now that I am in Australia I made the long journey from down-under 
and traced an extra thousands of kilometers to fulfill my goal. 
   The reason was more of a political nature than a misjudgement of distance. 
When I was an undergrade at the University of Hong Kong all students were 
discouraged from considering politics seriously let alone taking part in political 
activities. And anything associated with China was considered radical and 
undesirable. 
   Years later I became an employee of the Education Department and taught in 
one of the many Government schools in the Colony. In those days, the word 
politics was tabooed in all classrooms. Chinese history beyond the period of the 
Opium War (1839-1842) was never taught. All intending overnment teachers had 
to pass security screening by the Special Branch of the Hong Kong Police Force 
before an appointment was offered. Furthermore, all government servants on 
overseas trips should obtain written permission to leave the Colony from the 
relevant heads of department before making arrangements for travel. It was quite 
obvious any suggestion to visit China under such circumstances would start the 
unnecessary witch hunt. 
   After my return from the U.S. I took up appointment in the Geography 
Department, United College, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, which has 
strong financial backing from American interests. As expected it would not 
consider a visit to China by any of its staff member as advisable, at least before 
President Nixon made his trip to Peking in 1972. When Nixon made the 
historical break-through in Sino-American relationship, I was already in Western 
Australia. 
Importance of a visit to China 
    Our visit to China was significant in a number of ways. Firstly, it allowed me 
to check what I have read about China. Books and references on China are 
plentiful. But those which are well written are far outnumbered by the bad ones. 
It is disturbing to find books written by those who claimed to be China experts, 
  * Western Australian I stitute of Technology, Western Australia
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based more on assumptions than on  facts.') These 'experts' are people who know 
little about the Chinese language and culture, who attempt to study China by 
juggling statistics and who base their information on sources which are at best 
third-hand. If China were as bad as reported, it would have long collapsed. Why 
is that it still functions as a strong political entity and attracts thousands of 
visitors  today  ?
    Secondly,it is the first time a visit by a group of academic staff and students 
from a tertiary institution in Western Australia was made. As we were not invited 
to visit China and therefore not the official guests of the Chinese government, we 
were not given the best of treatment possible. This means we were not given 
the best food, the best accommodation a d shown the best places. Therefore what 
we saw was more representative of the average Chinese society. 
   Thirdly, a true understanding of the Chinese way of life and the Chinese people 
is impossible without visiting the country. Figures and reports can be easily 
looked up from books, but not people's attitudes and feelings. You can tell an 
evasive reply from a genuine answer by the way it is put. You can only sense a 
person's attitude towards you, be it friendly or cool and the various shades and 
degrees in between, when you confront him. The Chinese have an ancient saying: 
"if you believe all that is written in the books, then it is better to have no books." 
In other words, one must experience and see for oneself. That is why the Chinese 
 say: "one seeing is better than a hundred hearing." 
   The effort of those who have never set foot on China but attempt to analyse 
Chinese development through library research is just as futile as that of the three 
blind men who attempt to describe an elephant by touching. To each of  these 
men, depending on which part of the elephant he is touching, an elephant is like 
a rope, a tree and a wall. It is obvious that this is a farcical description of a real 
situation. 
   This is not to say an understanding ofChina will follow a visit to that country 
as a matter of course.2) One of us remarked, during a train journey from Kwang-
chou to Shumchun at the Sino-British border, "I have great admiration for the 
Chinese people, especially the young. But it is a pity that they have been misled 
  1) The West is flooded with inaccurate r ports and analyses on China. Here only a 
      handful of these could be mentioned. Among these are L.R. Marchant's Mainland 
     China Today, J.A. Harrison's China Since 1800, and comments of Father Lasszlo 
      Ladany, one of Hong Kong's professional "China watchers", asreported in TheWest 
     Australian June, 20th 1974 
  2) Prof. Frodsham's remarks as reported in the West Australian (19.5.75) indicate a 
     complete lack of understanding of education i  China. His remarks: "the Cultural
     Revolution has virtually eliminated all research work from Chinese universities. 
     This meant that China must rely on outside technology for its future needs." can 
     hardly be supported by observed facts nor by China's pirit of self-reliance.
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from the truth." The truth according to her is Western values and Christian 
principles. What she fails to understand is that the Chinese are developing a set of 
socialist and nationalistic values of  their own and what appears to be the truth to a 
Westerner certainly does not have the same connotation in the Chinese context. 
   Our visit lasted sixteen days (15th  May-30th May) during which we visited 
establishments in four large cities and their vicinities (Table 1). The visits were 
organized in such a way that we had a good sample of the various aspects of Chinese 
society with special emphasis on agriculture. It is true in a brief visit like ours, 
it was impossible to see everything in great detail. Certainly there were many 
things we did not even have a chance to see, let alone understand. But the broad 
principles and patterns of the Chinese society were unmistakably clear.
Table 1 Activities in China
Location
 Kwangchou
Peking
Shichaichuang
Tangshan
Institutions, organizations and monuments visited
Kwangchou Trade Fair 
Kwangchou No. 61 Middle School 
Institute of Peasant Movement 
Kwangchou Museum 
Flower Mountain People's Commune 
People's Park
The Palace Museum 
The Temple of Heaven 
Peking Shuen Wu Acrobatic Show 
Ming Tombs 
The Great Wall 
Peking Arts and Handicraft Factory 
Summer Palace 
Peking Zoo 
Neighbourhood Committee 
Tsinghua University 
Double Bridges People's Commune 
Peking Internal Combustion Engine 
The Great Hall of People
Manufacturing Factory
City Gate People's Commune 
Shichaichuang No. 1 Textile Factory 
East Castle Production Brigade 
PLA Norman Bethune International Peace Hospital 
Futo River May Seventh Cadre School
Sand Stone Valley Production Brigade 
Kailuen coal mine 
 Kailuen Coal Mine Machine Manufacturing Factory 
Class Struggle Exhibition 
Tangshan Porcelain Company 
Tangshan No.  1 Porcelain Factory
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Serve the people 
   Nowhere is this attitude more clearly shown than in medical services. Having 
received their training in city hospitals  'bare-foot doctors' are sent to every produc-
tion brigade to serve the people. In the cities, every neighbourhood which is an 
amalgamation of several streets, has its own bare-foot doctors. In China, doctors 
and medical workers exist for the benefit of the people, hence it is not uncommon 
to find doctors giving treatment at the patient's homes without extra charge. 
Night visits are arranged if the patients find it inconvenient to visit the clinic by 
day. This, of course, confines only to minor complaints. No one is required to 
work if he is ill. 
   Medical services are not only freely available but also in most cases free. 
Factory workers and their dependents receive free medical care. Cadres also 
receive free treatments, but their dependents who do not work have to pay half the 
cost. However, in most cities, there is a cooperative medical scheme, which these 
people may join. Under this scheme ach individual contributes about 2 yuan per 
year in return for free medical treatments.3) For those who have to pay, costs 
are minimal. It costs 10 feng to see a doctor, and hardly more than 30 feng for a 
normal prescription. 
 In a western society getting ill is very expensive. In the U.S.A. giving 
birth to a child costs US$2,000. The fear of not able to pay the doctor's bills and 
hospital bills is haunting all American citizens who cannot afford to join medical 
insurance scheme. 
   In America there were actual cases in which a patient was not permitted to 
leave a tuberculosis anatorium until he had signed away his property in payment 
for hospital bills. Also assistance was denied to a woman involved in an accident, 
until she had signed the forms agreeing to pay for the services of an  ambulance.4) 
   In Japan the average cost per visit amounted to  y  1000 to  ynoo. This was 
30% of the full amount the doctor charged. The patient and his  dependants were 
entitled to this reduction if he was a member of the National Health Insurance 
Fund. However, to become a member he would have to pay a subscription of 
 y36,000 per annum. Medical care in Japan is therefore by no means cheap and 
could easily be the highest in Asia. 
   In Western Australia doctor's consultation fees have rocketed in the past two 
years. Sunday Times (15.6.75)  reports: 
   "At the same time as the Medibank scheme comes into limited operation in 
   Western Australia most doctors will lift their fees by 12 1/2 per cent-8.3 per 
   cent above the increase recommended by an independent  arbitrator.... 
  3) 1  yuan  =--  100 feng and is equivalent to  f 170 
  4) Greene, F.  (1970)  : The Enemy, 11-12
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   The new Australian Medical Association fees  will mean that general practitioner 
   consultation has risen above 83 per cent since mid-1973. Standard home 
   visit charges represent a 105 per cent increase in the same period." 
   Now under the pretext of maintaining a personal relationship between doctor 
and patients and in the name of free enterprise most doctors are out to wreck the 
Medibank scheme. There is little they can do to  change the course of events. But 
they can through their boycott create a lot of inconvenience to the  patients.5) 
   The fact is each general practioner is trained at a cost of A$50,000 to the 
public. Instead of providing the public with a good medical service at low cost, 
the public is milked by the doctors whom they spent a lot of money to train. It 
is obvious the relationship between the doctor and the patient is founded only on a 
profit basis. In all cases, the self-interest of the doctor is always the first to be 
considered. 
   In New York a doctor can earn as much as  US$750,000 per year. In Australia 
the gross average earnings of doctors is at least A$45,000 a year. It is hardly 
surprising that ownership of yachts, race horses, farm property is the norm for most 
doctors rather than the exception. What is amazing is that despite the huge 
income of the doctors, the Australian Medical Association is pressing for higher con-
sultation fees. 
   In China, medical care extends not only to every citizen, but also to farm 
animals. In the Flower Mountain Commune near Kwangchou, the veterninary 
station gives treatment o pigs belonging to production teams and brigades at 
nominal charges. Or they can join the cooperative health scheme in which they 
contribute one yuan per pig per year in return for free treatment and, in case of 
death, full compensation. 
Self-sufficiency through self-reliance 
   The People's Commune is a self-contained conomic, political and social unit.6) 
Its major objective is to solve the many agricultural problems facing Chinese farmers. 
The stress is on attacking the problems at local levels. Therefore, small fertilizers 
and farm machinery plants are set up within the commune to supply the needs of 
agriculture. 
 Similarly, in industry China's chief aim is to be self-sufficient especially in 
basic commodities, uch as diesel pumps or cotton textiles. In this respect China 
is not only self-sufficient in the manufactured products, but also in the means of 
production. For instance, in Shichaichuang No. 1 Textile Factory all spinning 
   5) For instance most doctors refuse to  bulk-bill the Medibank, nor will theyitemize 
      their services unless the patients pay their bills first. Some even threaten to take 
      legal proceedings if the patients fail to pay (The West Australian 18th July,  1975) 
   6) For details, see my paper:  "People's Communes", Gazette, 8 (1) 1975
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and weaving machines were Chinese  made. In the Engineering workshop of 
Tsinghua University, 90% of the lathes and hydraulic presses were produced in 
China. 
   Within the compound of a factory, workers grew their own vegetables. The 
PLA Norman Bethune International Peace Hospital in Hopei kept some 20 dairy 
cattle for milk and grew its own herbs for Chinese medicine. 
   A middle school run by a commune produced all teaching aids and equipments 
used in a physics laboratory. In  Kwangchou, boarder students of No.  61 Middle 
School grew their own vegetables, thus putting theoretical knowledge into practice. 
   One day we had lunch with the officials of Kailuen Coal Mine. I was surprised 
to learn that the fresh water fish we ate was raised by the workers themselves. 
Underground water from the mine is utilized not only for this purpose, but also to 
irrigate the fields nearby. 
   In China today, people do not limit themselves to one major activity, but 
engaged themsevles in several sideline activities as well. The main theme is to 
achieve self-sufficiency through self-reliance in all aspects of production. 
   Does this mean China now disencourages foreign trade and has no interest in 
foreign  technology  ? Definitely not. The very purpose of the Kwangchou Trade 
Fair is to promote international trade. In Kwangchou a large number of Japanese 
microbuses and sedans were used to ferry foreign visitors from one point  of another. 
In regular passenger flights from Kwanchou to Peking, both British and U.S. 
made carriers are used. China is reported to have purchased off-shore oil drilling 
equipment from Japan and to have shown interest in Canada's petroleum techn-
ology.7) 
   What it means is that China can do it all by herself, if it needs be. That is in 
the event of unfavourable trading terms or an embargo f technology imposed by 
other powers, China can afford not to compromise without seriously impeding her 
national development. This is in line with the spirit of guerrila warfare: one must 
put oneself in such a position from which one can attack when advances or is able 
to hold off one's enemy when retreats. 
For the people 
   The amazing thing about China today is the provision of recreation and 
cultural activities for the common people. In Peking and Kwangchou (this is also 
true for other large cities in China) — there are numerous parks, entertainment centres 
and museums which charge a token fee for admission (10 feng for adult and 5 feng 
for  children). The Forbidden city formerly out of bounds to the common people, 
is open to the public seven days a week. Imperial treasures, belonged to the kings 
  7) Dean, G.C.  (1974)  :  "Energy in the People's Republic of China", Energy Policy, 2 p. 53
                 China Visit: Observations a d Comments 225 
and their queens and concubines upon which very few people in China had set eyes 
before, are now on display. Among these are porcelain silver, gold and jade 
wares used by the feudal rulers who never had a clue of how these were made. 
The lesson to be learned  is:  — 
(a) that these articles of exquisite beauty could be made is a demonstration of the 
   wisdom and creativeness of the working class; 
(b) the fruits of the labouring class were robbed by the ruling class, hence the 
   existence of class oppression and the need for class struggle in the presentday. 
   In Peking we attended a local acrobatic show. The performance was excellent 
and was enjoyed by an audience of about 3,000 made up of men and women of 
various age groups. The striking thing was that no one group was distinctly 
better dressed than another, even those occupying the best seats in the front rows. 
And no one was in rags. 
   In Hong Kong only the very rich and the upper middle-class can afford to pay 
for similar performances. In Australia high admission charges would exclude the 
medium to low-income families from being entertained by first class performers. 
In a capitalist society where everybody is out to obtain the maximum profit, the 
resultant price must be high- so high that only a small section of the public can 
afford. 
   In China the very low cost of entertainment (and an acrobatic show is 
considered as cultural entertainment) allows the common people to have an 
opportunity to enjoy the niceties of life. The best seats only cost 50 feng, the 
price of a pack of medium quality cigarette in China. The back seats cost 20 feng. 
No wonder the theatre was filled with proletariats. 
   My knowledge of Chinese enabled me to understand the comments and 
conversations of the audience around me. They appeared to be care-free, family 
chats (no political slogans) mixed with laughters, applauses and interjections of 
admiration. In short, the kind of reaction and comments one would hear in a  non-
socialist society. 
   I have read reports on China referring to the totalitarian rule in China, the 
oppression and lack of freedom, the fear the people have of disappearing without 
reason, the possibility of being arrested by the secret police and numerous 
stories of the so called  'reign of terror'. I always have serious doubts about these 
reports. Now having watched the Chinese at close range, having seen them enjoy-
ing the marvelous acrobatic show in a care-free manner as evidenced from their 
smiles, laughters and comments, I am more than convinced that all these reports 
and stories were nothing but fabrications aiming at creating sensational headlines in 
the Western press. 
   The factwas among an audience of thousands of people, no one group could
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be classified as VIP or high government officials, for the compare did not make any 
special reference to the presence of authority. They were just simple folks, just 
like the ones you see peddling their bicycles in the streets of Peking. 
   Because the Chinese have learned that the treasures of the nation do not 
belong to a particular group of individuals but to the people as a whole, they come 
to respect and value public property especially historic artifacts as if they were their 
own property. Everyone is therefore not only his own policeman, but is also 
policing over property which will never become his own. 
   In all museums and historical monuments we visited there were no armed 
guards on duty. Yet no articles have even been stolen from any Chinese museums 
or damaged by vandals. Even international art thieves, who can operate with 
military precision and who had succeeded inrobbing art gallaries in Paris and Rome, 
made no attempt to try their fortune in China.
Attitude towards foreigners 
 In the last 150 years there have been great changes in Chinese attitude towards 
foreigners. Before the Opium war, the Ching dynasty viewed all foreigners as bar-
barians. The Chinese overestimated their own culture and regarded Western culture 
with contempt. 
   Having been defeated and humiliated by foreign powers, Chinese attitude 
changed from contempt o fear and appeasement. As more unequal treaties were 
imposed on her, and more and more of her territories fell within the sphere of 
influence of foreign powers, she began to look upon foreigners as foreign devils. 
   In order to strengthen herself by foreign means, China began to import foreign 
ideas and foreign goods on a large scale. This swing in mentality created a feeling 
of worship for everything foreign.  'Even the moon in a foreign country looks 
brighter' reflected the mentality of the time. 
   This feeling led to a vast underestimation f the real potential of the Chinese as 
a nation. In the Colony of Hong Kong, where 95% of the population are Chinese, 
this weakness was and still is fully exploited by the colonial government, he attitude 
that  'local giner is not spicy' quickly spreads and firmly takes root in the society. 
Third rate administrators and policemen were recruited from Britain and took up 
senior posts shortly after arrival. 
   After 1949, all foreigndomination of China disintegrated. The Russians who 
had strong influence over China from 1949-1960 were the last to go. For the first 
time in the past 150 years, the Chinese have stood up and united as a nation. For 
twenty-five years they have solved immense internal problems and resisted external 
pressures. This confidence in their own ability has restored a sense of balance 
towards the outside world. They are not hostile to foreigners, nor do they fear
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them. Once they know you come with good intention, they will shower you with 
hospitality and look after you with meticulous care. 
   This explains why it takes so long to obtain an entry  visa. It also explains 
the stringent customs check at the border (The Customs declaration form is both 
minute and specific). 
   Before 1949, foreigners could enter and leave China at will. Foreign warships 
not only patrolled along her coastal waters but also steamed up and down the 
Yangtze River. The Chinese are determined to see that these days will never 
return. They welcome foreign visitors, but never foreign intruders. They have 
fought and regained her sovereignty and they will treat any violation, be it major 
or minor, with equal seriousness. 
   Everywhere we went we were treated with great hospitality. Before our 
arrival to schools run by the communes, tudents would line up outside the school 
playground waiting in their best costumes. As our bus drew near, they all waved 
to us and shouted greetings of welcome. Some people may like to think this was a 
put up show. But I have seen workers in the fields, who had no pre-knowledge of
our coming, or children in the streets, who had no idea of who we were, clapping 
their hands as our bus passed by. I believe this feeling of friendliness to all foreign 
visitors expressed by the Chinese is genuine. 
   The following example would illustrate my last point. One morning I  stoned 
into a small shop near my hotel in Peking with the sole purpose of trying out a 
Peking style breakfast for the average Chinese. There was a queue at the food 
counter where soy-bean soup and other deep-fried food-stuff were served. So I 
approached the end of the line and waited for my turn. But the people in front of 
me urged me to jump the line. They said politely to me  'you go first' knowing 
from the way I dressed that I was a foreign visitor. One even went to the extent 
to check if  I had received the correct change. 
   The other occasion was when we boarded a subway in Peking. The carriage 
was not packed to capacity, but all seats were occupied. As soon as we embarked, 
the passengers stood up to give their seats to us. Very few of them could speak 
English. Nonetheless, they made their intention understood by their gestures. 
Some of us remained standing but the Chinese kept their invitation open. The 
result was these seats remained unoccupied till we disembarked  !
Changing rural landscape 
   Water is the life line of agriculture. In order to ensure steady and high 
yields, abundant water must be available in times of need. For the past 25 years 
China has been and still is engaging in numerous water conservation and irrigation 
projects. The fruits of this tremendous labour and capital input are now evident
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in the countryside. 
   In dry North China, where rainfall has been scanty in the last two years, 
green wheat and barely fields extended as far as the eye can see. The rivers were 
all dry exposing their pebbly and sandy beds. Nonetheless, the irrigation canals 
were full of water which was pumped onto the thirsty fields by numerous diesel 
pumps. 
   Before 1949, rice was hardly grown in North China. Now one crop of rice 
and one crop of wheat can be grown. The policy now is not to increase the total 
cultivated acreage, but to increase the yields per hectare. Double-cropping is 
surely one way to achieve this goal. 
 In addition, yields can further be increased through the application of 
irrigation water and fertilizers. Now the Chinese have solved the problem of water. 
It is said the application of fertilizers is steadily increasing through the years. 
At present, a huge quantities of organic fertilizers are used. With the building of 
fertilizer plants in the communes, the proportion of chemical fertilizers applied will 
be increased in the near future. 
   The farmers, however, are by no means unaware of the ill-effects of intense 
use of inorganic fertilizers. They say that artificial fertilizers can alter the 
structure of soil and hence affecting its water holding capacity. Therefore, wherever 
possible, organic fertilizers are given first consideration. 
   The range of organic fertilizers include animal manures and compost from 
decaying plant matters. This explains the omni-presence ofpigs in the communes. 
It also explains why the Chinese see the need of picking up animal droppings from 
animal-drawn carts on all roads. On the one hand this method can keep the roads 
and streets clean. On the other, droppings from oxen, horses, mules and camels 
make excellent fertilizers. 
   Two features of the Chinese countryside are of great interest to anyone 
familiar with the geography of China. First, fragmentation of fields has become 
a thing of the past. Instead, vast expanses of cultivated land without paths and 
boundaries greet the eye. Only in South China, where hilly topography makes 
terracing a necessity, the size of fields has become smaller. This may give the 
impression of fragmentation from the air. But the economic and social factors 
causing fragmentation in old China have long disappeared. 
   Second, all the roads in the countryside arelined with cyprus or white poplar 
trees. In the cities, most of the major avenues have trees grown on both sides. 
In the communes, afforestation is part of the water conservation programme. 
   Today, China is a much greener country than it has ever been. In another 
10-20 years the  objective of making China green will materialize.
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Breaking down provincial barrier and prejudices 
   Before 1949 China was far from a united country. This disunity was further 
enchanced by provincial differences in dialects, customs and traditions. Provincial 
loyalty and favoritism were manipulated by the war-lords and later the generals 
and government officials so that when someone rose in power he immediately 
replaced all his subordinates around him with those from his own province or even 
village. More often than not provincial favoritism took precedence of ability. 
By the same token, officers from a different province were looked upon with distrust 
and would be transferred to posts of lesser importance. 
   The same misgiving and distrust, though might not of the same magnitude, 
penetrated every level of the society. In Hong Kong today (where many traditions 
of old China still linger on) a Cantonese still regards a Shanghainese assomeone not 
quite of his kind and will not hesitate to take advantage of him and vice versa. 
One of the causes of provincial bias is differences in dialect. In fact the two are 
so at variance that a Cantonese cannot converse with a Shanghainese though the 
cultural background and the written language is the same. 
   Since 1949 this communication gap is fast disappearing thanks  to:  — 
(a) an extensive and intensive ducation programme, 
(b) popularization of  (putung hua' i.e. the common tongue, 
(c) despatching of educated youths to every corner of China to take part in 
    development and production. 
   One of our interpreters in Kwangchou came from Wuhan, Hupei Province. 
Another interpreter working in Tangshan was a native of Chekiang Province. 
The day we visited the Great Wall and the Ming Tombs, we encountered hundreds 
of youths in People's Liberation Army uniforms. Some of them based in Sinkiang, 
some in Inner Mongolia, and some in Shenyang in the North East. 
   These are but a few of the million cases of the  interflowof people and with 
them ideas and understanding taking place throughout China today. As a result 
in Kwangchou, where Cantonese is the major dialect used, one can get by easily if 
he can only speak  `putung hua'. In fact  `putung hua' is used in all public functions. 
It is used by all the employees in the Canton Trade Fair and by the official guide in 
the Institute of Peasant Movement though she is a native of  Kuwangchou herself. 
Reality versus Window-dressing 
    As our programme was well-organized and we were accompanied by 
interpreters in almost all our activities, some people tend to, and in fact prefer to, 
think that we were being brainwashed through a series of show-windows. Such a 
consideration ot only indicates ignorance but also is highly prejudicial. 
   This misgiving arises from the differences in meaning and objective about the
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word propaganda between the Chinese and the West. In China propaganda means 
education. Its function is to spread the news of achievements of the peasants, 
workers and soldiers.  In so doing it oftens has to dramatize the events in order 
that they might have a better reception. It is based on facts, even facts of hardship 
and failures which, the Chinese have skilfully used as moral lessons. The Chinese 
believe that it is better to take the bull by the horn rather than sweeping the dirt 
underneath the carpet. 
   Hand in hand with propaganda is recreation and  entertainment.  In all com-
munes and factories we visited it was the propaganda teams which did the dancing 
and singing. Needless to say, all the songs and dances had a strong revolutionary 
flavour. To a Westerner, this is indoctrination. To the Chinese, this is real life 
cast in songs and melodies. 
   In a Westernsociety propaganda, of which commercial advertisement is one 
of the venues, always has profit as its primary objective. It is aimed at deceiving 
the consumers. Since maximization of profit is its ultimte motivation, it uses 
all devices to pressurise the consumer to buy things for which there is no real need, 
to attribute qualities to commodities which are substandard, and to get the 
consumer in debt by offering them personal loans on attractive terms of payment 
without mentioning that the repayment of these loans could be lengthy and very 
expensive. The motor vehicle trade (both new and used cars), the door to door sale 
of household goods and encyclopedia, the fiancial comapnies are but a few of 
the vultures in our society, that feeds mercilessly on the consumers. It is only 
after years of lobbying and much delayed action, that the government begins to 
tackle the problem with the formation of the Bureau of Consumer Protection. 
However, for the thousands of consumers who have been trapped, this relief is 
often too little, too late. 
   It is imperativeto realize that the primary objective of the Chinese govern-
ment is to improve the social conditions of the Chinese people, not to impress 
foreign visitors. Certainly all foreign visitors will be treated with kindness and 
courtesy. The Chinese do not believe it worthwhile to run a special show for them, 
so that they will say a few good words when they return home. The Chinese have 
withstood the U.S. embargo and the fabrication of the massive propaganda mach-
ine of the States Department and CIA, a few good words or pages of bad remarks 
from a handfull of Australians really do not affect her position. Certainly that 
does not mean that China couldn't care less for her image abroad. What she does 
not believe in is the putting up of a few show-windows just for foreign consumption, 
while the country is in deep economical nd social troubles as in the case of many 
nations in the Third World. 
   As far as I can observe the Chinese have not altered their daily routine work
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just to stage a whitewashed facade. The only special effort they have made 
perhaps was the very warm welcome given to us. This, however, was irrelevant 
to the agricultural and industrial advancement of China  — the  only real thing that 
matters to the Chinese people. 
Final comments 
    Despite China's overall success in many fields, it would be naive to believe that 
she has solved all her problems. 
    Since 1949 China has been launching a massive campaign against flies and 
mosquitoes. Today, these pests have still not been totally exterminated. This is 
due to the resistance and resilience of these pests rather than a lack of relentless 
effort by the Chinese. 
    As a comparison it would be true to say that one would have less trouble with 
flies in one month's travel in China than in a day's travel in Western Australia. 
    Though alcoholism has never been a problem, heavy smoking seems quite 
popular with middle-aged and old people. It seems that the proven link between 
smoking and cancer has not frightened the Chinese from this social habit. Fortun-
ately, very few people under the age of thirty smoke, and women smokers are even 
less. One of our interpreters, a middle-aged man with one year's working exper-
ience in Malta, is a heavy smoker. But the other two, young women in their 
twenties, could not even be talked into taking a puff or two. 
    Perhaps problems of a more serious nature are housing and pollution of the 
environment. 
    In some sections of Peking, Kwangchou, Shichaichuang and Tangshan and 
numerous mall cities and towns en route, overcrowding was evident and housing 
conditions were not in the best of shape. As no epidemic of disease such as 
cholera and typhoid have ever broken out since 1949 it can be presumed that 
sanitory controls are very effective, though structurally the houses are in all 
stages of disrepair. 
   Nonetheless, they are still much better than the slums in Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Bali where rubbish, litter and open drains foul the squatters and 
low-income residential quarters. Indeed the Chinese have sacrified a great deal 
for the future of their nation. What kind of a future is in store for those living in 
the slums of Hong Kong, Singapore and  Bali  ? 
   Pollution of the environment by motor vehicles is almost nil, since private own-
ership of motor cars is an-existent. But pollution as a result of industrialization 
is quite a different matter. In her attempt o achieve maximum industrial output, 
China has to tolerate the smoke, the coal dust and obnoxious gases pouring out from 
her factories in some of her industrial centres.
232 K. S.  SUM 
 In Tangshan the problem of industrial pollution is serious . Being an 
important coal  mining and steel centre in North China , Tangshan, like all other 
industrial cities in China, has to face the dilemma of increasing output and pollu-
tion or a cleaner environment at the expense of a slower progress . 
 One does not need an instrument to tell pollution exists. The orange smoke 
from the blast furnaces, the black smoke from power plants , the fine dust from 
cement  factories: all are telling indications of industrial pollution . 
    In other cities the Chinese are more successful in combating pollution. For 
instance, the huge Peking General Petro-Chemical Works is reported to have 
successfully treated its main industrial wastes i.e. sulphur , phenol and oil. The 
process was first to steam-heat the liquid in a de-sulphurization tower to remove 
and transform the sulphur into aluminium sulphate, then separate the oil from 
water in a series of flotation basins and finally using a microscopic bateria known 
as vorticella to attack the phenol in an aeration pond. The purified water was fed 
into a basin in which goldfish and ducks could be raised.8) 
   The Chinese are very much aware of the seriousness of the problem of 
pollution. The normal practice is that methods that have been proved successful 
in a certain industry in one city will be adopted with haste in similar industries in 
other cities as there is no such thing as patent rights in China. No innovation 
will be kept secret for the benefit of one factory. Instead all information will be 
shared and openly discussed for the benefit of all. It is only in this manner that 
the interest of the people can be really served.
8) Burchett, W  and Alley, R.  (1976)  : China: The Quality of  Life, p. 250
